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did it last ? How did it meet its end? These are
some of the questions which naturally face the expert
and lay reader alike. But these are not easy to answer,
And yet an attempt will be made in the following
paragraphs to answer them as best as can be done
under the present state of our knowledge,
Usually following the conclusion of Sir John Mar-
shall a date between 3250 B. c. and 2750 B. c. is given.
But although the two dates fall within the range of
truth , certainly they cannot be accepted as conclusive.
Neither the former date can claim to   be the starting
point of the Indus Valley civilization nor the latter
one can be supposed to terminate it.    They do, how-
ever, particularly the former, indicate its epochs with-
out marking the outer limits of the age.    How have
these dates themselves been realized?     The excava-
tions  at Mohenjo-daro have  been  classified  among
five strata or layers of civilization, namely, three of the
later period, three of the Intermediate and one of the
Early period.    The earliest is not   quite  the  earliest
because  the subsoil is merged under water and can
never be excavated.    It has been suggested that since
habitats under flood conditions are as quickly rehabi-
litated as they are deserted, a century alone for a single
layer, in all five centuries, can be given for the duration
of a single epoch.    Now, from the priority of this civi-
lization to the Aryan, and from a   comparison ^with
the excavated civilizations of Elam and Sumer where,
in the latter place  (Tell Asmar), seals of the  Indus
origin have been recovered, the culture of their origin
i.e.   the Indus Valley civilization, has to be dated to
earlier than 1900 B. c. and 2600 B.   c.,   these  dates
indicating the layers of their finds at Kish, Eshnunna
and Ur,    If tentatively the date has to be put some*
where about 2750 B. c. (with   the help of independent
local element), giving a hundred years to each stratum,
in all five hundred years, according to Sir John's com-
putation, 3250 B. c. is reached.    This, however,  even
itoder his reckoning does not warrant the beginning.